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About Assessments

Have you ever wondered why students are given so many
types of tests in school? You're not alone. Just like each
subject provides students with different content and
information, each type of assessment measures student
learning in different ways for different purposes.

For example:

Formative Assessment is a
process used by classroom teachers
and students on a regular basis to
confirm, adjust, and support teaching
and learning.
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Reporting Assessment Results

A Parent Report of your child’s assessment results is
available from his or her school each fall. Statewide
assessment results are reported at www.mischooldata.
org through the state’s new Parent Dashboard for
School Transparency. In addition to test scores, the
this Dashboard is filled with important
school-level information that parents
and others say they want to know
about Michigan public schools, including

charter schools (www.mischooldata.
org/parentdashboard).
Families and others can use the
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are given to students multiple times
throughout the school year to monitor
student learning toward meeting
learning goals over time.

Summative Assessments are given at
the end of a learning cycle to certify that
learning has occurred. End-of-chapter
tests are one example of summative
tests given at a local level. State and
federal law require all students be tested

in specific grades and subjects once a year to measure
student progress in learning state content standards or
other career- or college-ready goals. Our elementary
and middle school assessment is called the Michigan
Student Test of Educational Progress or M-STEP. The
Michigan Merit Exam, or MME, is the state high school
exam. Some students with disabilities take an alternative
state assessment called MI-Access; English language
learners are given an assessment called WIDA. Schools
also have the option to use Michigan's Early Literacy and
Mathematics Benchmark Assessment in grades K-2.
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dashboard to get a more complete
picture of how their child’s school is
serving students. They also can use
the Dashboard to compare a school’s
performance  with the average
performance of other similar Michigan
schools. Your ideas can make the
Parent Dashboard even better! Send
feedback to MDE-ParentDashboard@

michigan.gov.

Where to Find Assessment Resources

To provide parents with important information on
student testing, state assessments, and how you can
help your child prepare, the Michigan Department of
Education (MDE) has developed several print and video
communication tools (see back page for descriptions).

You can find parent resources on the following pages:

M-STEP web page (www.michigan.gov/mstep)

MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme)

MI-Access web page (www.michigan.gov/MI-Access)
Early Literacy and Mathematics Benchmark web page
(www.michigan.gov/earlylitandmath)
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Assessment Print Materials

StureniTesting
What Parents Can Do to Help Students Prepare

As a parent and your child's first teacher, you can help your child understand and prepare
for the assessments they will take in school. Here are some points that will help your child
perform their best:

Find out the facts: Tostart,review the Michigan Department

and the Spring testing calendar.

Talk to your child about testing: Let them know that assess-
P

Keep state tests in perspective: Reduce your child' anxiety
learn-

weaknesses are. Remind them of what they o well,and how they
have improved with effort.

Take a look at the state practice opportunities and
encourage your child to practice at home: Not only will

b
andfeatures. If your child i struggling, let the teacher know so when
your child takes the test, the focus can be more on test content and
be found

Testing Facts to

* Hementary and middle school M-STEP s Share with Your Child

 High school PSATand SAT sample st ems anbe found
ot it ol atreadngs ollasbonrdoraiast ot

() Tests are just one way teachers, schools,
districts, and states use to measure what

students know and how well they are
learning what is taught.

() The purpose of a state assessment is to

collegeboard org/sat/practice
Make sure that your child is well rested and eats a
high protein, low sugar/carb breakfast: Children whoare

Information on
how parents can
help their stu-
dents prepare
including links
to online
practice.

tired, hungry or have too much sugar and carbs are ess able tq
attention in class or to handle the demands of a test.

Remember—Attending school matters: Tests reflect

missing instruction.

Meet with your child’s teacher as often as possibl
to discuss progress: Ask the teacher o suggest actvties|

learning.
Learn what your child should be learning in Engli

language arts, math, social studies, and science: | Expecting More
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What It Is, What It Means, And What It Offers

standards, M-STEP science and social studies components,
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future workplace demands. To ensure students can meet

TWorkKeys

State Assessments Provide

students need to know and be able to do n each subject
and grade level to be ready for the next stage of learning.

andards also guide teachers as they develop

ata state, district and building level

‘¢ Valuable information to parents on their child's
academic achievement

‘+ Important data for teachers, schools, and distrcts

State
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overview,

features, student

tand subject matter more deeply
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ore relevantin their fives

Michigan take a high-quality

1 percent of instructional time—on state assessments. Al

building level.

the M-STEP online tests anytime within a four-week time

and are able to do at specific
Subject areas

test time,
testing dates ...
and more.

assessments measure student
igaris content standards or other
Je-readiness goals.The Michigan Student
onal Progress (M-STEP) i given online
{in grades 3.8 and measures current student
Mge of Michigan's high academic standards in
themat d

“The PSAT, SAT and ACT WorkKeys
assessments are administered according to College Board
and ACT guidelines on specific dates. Check with your child's
school for exact M-STEP and MME adminitration dates.

M-STEP Features

# Modern test design, with fewer multiple choice questions
and more problem solving and crtical thinking.

High school students in grades 9 and 10 take the PSAT, to
tudents, and p:

T) for

.
(ELA) and mathematics assessments, which provides a
d

know in ELA and mathematics, and help prepare students
for the SAT college entrance exam given to every high
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+ Efiicency:
— Testing time takes less than 1% of instructional
time annually
~ High school assessment also serves as a
college-entrance exam
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PARENT GUIDE TO STATE
ASSESSMENTS IN MICHIGAN

During the 2014-15 schoal year, Michigan rolled out  new assessment program called the
Michigan Student Test of Educational Progress (M-STEP), aligned to the state’s rigorous
academic standards. M-STEP is given prim: ine each spring and is designed to gauge
how well students are mastering the standards—and ultimtely how ready they are for the
next grade and for college and careers after graduation.

The M-STEP English language arts (ELA) and Education will administe the PSAT (prelimin

by educators from many states, including Michigan.

11TH-GRADE

v reh i r
be developed entirely by Michigan educators T Mitgen Mot Baminsont

assessment forstudants i 11th-ra

Elementary and Middle
School Students = Afree SAT with Essay college er
Each spring, M-STEP is given i
standards. The SAT replaces the M-STEP
mathematics assessment components, thoral

and subjects:

(Grades 38)
= Science (Grades ¢ and 7)
= Social stdies (Grades 5 and 8)

toeight hours.

Awork kil assessment (ACT WorkKeys).

= MSTEP science assessment and M-STEP social
studios assessment

High School Students
NINTH AND 10TH-GRADE

asue jours, taking less than 1% ofstudent
complete. All other assessments
and d d gl

THIS GUIDE INCLUDES:

W Overview of accountabilty for students,

W Overview of Michigan assessmens, which e

measure student profciency against more
[—

W Addiionalresources for parents

National
PTA Guide
on Michigan
Assessments

Assessment Videos

Parent/Student
Video: Spring
2018 M-STEP
video featuring
computer
adaptive testing

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=_90_4TFbgUU

M-STEP:
What students
can expect
when taking
the test

Create a Response

https://www.youtube.com/
playlist?list=PLQNv-
MrTjyhLZWGC8WhRGxoEmyn
fXUHuc

Michigan’s
Early Literacy
and
Mathematics
Benchmark
Assessment
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Practice
Makes
Perfect

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=]9Q-1NZRzVY

Assessment Online Practice Tools for
Students
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Online practice
for M-STEP
English
Language Arts,
Mathematics,
Science and
Social Studies

Online Tools Training

K, 1,2
Early Literacy
and Mathematics

Online Tools Training

DRC INSIGHT Online Assessments Tutorials
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These and other tools are available on the M-STEP web page (www.michigan.gov/mstep) or the

MME web page (www.michigan.gov/mme).
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